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Education and Academic Qualifications:

2003:  
Graduated with degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Ancient History, Macquarie University, Sydney Australia  

Dissertation Title: The Yuezhi: Origin, Migration and the Conquest of Northern Bactria
Advisers: Associate Professor David Christian; Professor Sam Lieu


Examiners:  Joe Cribb, David MacDowal, A.K. Narain
1995:
B.A. Honors, Macquarie University (ancient history) 

First Class Honors, Division A.

1992:

B.A., Macquarie University (history and education) 
1973-7:
New South Wales Conservatorium of Music, Sydney Australia:

Jazz Studies Diploma Program
1972-3:
Australian National University, Canberra (history, politics, sociology)

Completed two years of degree before moving to Sydney to undertake full-time music studies

1971:
Graduated from Brisbane Boys Grammar School, Queensland, Australia.  Awarded a Commonwealth Open University Scholarship by the Australian Federal Government, 1971

1966-9:
Pinner County Selective Grammar School, London, England



Completed Grades 7-10, before returning to Australia

Employment:
Aug 2003-present
Assistant Professor (tenure-track) Grand Valley State University, Allendale, Michigan.  

Courses: 
HST101 – Introduction to Big History


HST102 – European Civilization


HST203 – World History to 1500



HST345 – Ancient Eurasia


HST386 – Europe since World War Two



HST495 – World History Historiography: Capstone


HST600 – Graduate Historiography (MEd Program)


HNR280 – Focus on East Asia (Honors College)



FS100 –   Freshman Studies



LIB100 – Introduction to Liberal Education





SS 180 – Affirmative Action: Who Wins?
1998-2003 Affiliate Teaching Assistant, Department of Modern History, 

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.
Courses:
HIST100 – Introduction to World History



HIST114 – The World Since 1945



HIST359 – World Histories

1975-2003

Professional Musician and Music Teacher, Sydney Australia

Instruments:
Flute, alto and tenor saxophones, piano

2007
Received Inspirational Professor of the Year Award from Grand Valley State University’s Educational Support Program (Mar 30)

Publications
A. Books (Under Contract, Authored, Co-Edited)

Between Nothing and Infinity: An Introduction to Big History, Benjamin, C., Brown, C., and Christian, D., (New York: McGraw-Hill, forthcoming 2010) 

Witness to History Vol I: The Ancient and Classical Worlds, 8000 BCE-600 CE, Benjamin, C.   Series editors: Curtis, K.,  Kearns, T. and Streets, H. (New York: Facts on File, forthcoming 2010)

Witness to History Vol II: The Post-Classical World, 600-1450CE, Benjamin, C and Cohen, S. Series editors: Curtis, K., Kearns, T. and Streets, H. (New York: Facts on File, forthcoming 2010)

The Yuezhi: Origin, Migration and the Conquest of Northern Bactria (Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols Silk Roads Studies Series vol. 14, 2007) Approx 110,000 words
Walls and Frontiers in Inner Asian History, Benjamin, C., and Lieu, S., eds., (Silk Roads Studies Series VI – Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols 2002)

Realms of the Silk Roads: Ancient and Modern, Christian, D., and Benjamin. C., eds., (Silk Roads Studies Series IV – Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols 2000)

Worlds of the Silk Roads: Ancient and Modern, Christian, D., and Benjamin, C., eds., (Silk Roads Studies Series II – Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols 1998) 
B. Book Chapters and Articles

‘Hungry for Han Goods? Zhang Qian and the Origins of the Silk Roads’, in Gervers, M. and Long, G., Toronto Studies in Central and Inner Asia vol. VIII (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2007) 

The Yuezhi and Kangju Sogdia’ in Compareti, M., Raffeta, E. and Scaria, G., ed., Ēran ud Anērān - Festschrift: Studies presented to Boris Ilich Marshak on the Occasion of His 70th Birthday (Venezia: Transoxiana Festschrift Series, 2006) pp. 87-110. Online version also available at http://www.transoxiana.com.ar/Eran/index.html
‘A Nation of Nomads? The Lifeway of the Yuezhi in the Gansu and Bactria’, in Gervers, M. and Long, G., Toronto Studies in Central and Inner Asia vol. VII (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2005) pp. 93-122.  
‘The Location of Jianshi’, in Ilyasov, J., ed., Transoxiana:  Festschrift Presented to Edward Rtveladze (Tashkent: Transoxiana Festschrift Series, 2005) pp.109-117

Chapter 5: ‘Beginnings and Endings’, in Hughes-Warrington, M., ed., Palgrave Advances: World History (London and New York: Palgrave/Macmillan, 2004) pp. 90-111

‘Unifiers at the Crossroads of Asia’, in Baker, R., and Baker, C., eds., Calliope: The Silk Road 12(6) (USA February 2002) pp. 14-17

‘The Origins of the Yuezhi’, in Benjamin, C., and Lieu, S., eds., Walls and Frontiers in Inner Asian History (Silk Roads Studies Series VI – Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols 2002) pp. 101-130

‘The Yuezhi and their Neighbours: Evidence for the Yuezhi in the Chinese Sources c. 220 – c.25 BCE’, in Christian, D., and Benjamin. C., eds., Realms of the Silk Roads: Ancient and Modern (Silk Roads Studies Series IV – Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols 2000) pp. 105-160

‘An Introduction to Kushan Research’, in Christian, D., and Benjamin, C., eds., Worlds of the Silk Roads: Ancient and Modern (Silk Roads Studies Series II – Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols 1998) pp. 31-50
‘Gandharan Sculpture in India: Dancing to the Flute’, in The Journal of the Asian Arts Society of Australia (Sydney, Vol. 6., June 1997 pp. 16-18

C. Encyclopedia Entries

‘Turkish Dispersal from the Steppes’, 1200-word entry in The World History Encyclopedia (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, forthcoming 2008)
‘Migration and Population Movements: Ancient Asia and the Pacific’, 4000-word ‘Major Topic Entries’ in the Kuhrt, A., Depuydt, L., Brody, L., Bogucki, P., Hunt Davis, R., Goldin, P and Keber, E., eds.,  Encyclopedia of Society and Culture in the Ancient World 4 vols., (New York: Schlager Group, forthcoming 2008)

The Kushans’ (vol. 3 pp. 1090-1093) in McNeill, W., Bentley, J., Christian, D., Levinson, D, Roupp, H. and Zinsser, J., eds., the Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History (Great Barrington MA: Berkshire Press, 2004)
‘Art: Central Asia’ (vol. 1 pp. 128-133) in McNeill, W., Bentley, J., Christian, D., Levinson, D, Roupp, H. and Zinsser, J., eds., the Berkshire Encyclopedia of World History (Great Barrington MA: Berkshire Press, 2004)

D. Book Reviews

For the Journal of Global History, Craig Benjamin: Xinru Liu and Lynda Norene Shaffer, Connections Across Eurasia. Transportation, Communication and Cultural Exchange on the Silk Roads (London, 2007)
Research Grants:

2007:
Grand Valley State University Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center Grant: to assist with travel to San Diego to present research findings at the College and University Faculty Assembly, part of the National Council for the Social Studies Conference, November 2007
2006:
Grand Valley State University Faculty/Staff Exchange Grant: to assist with travel to Australia and undertake joint research work at Macquarie University (Sydney) with Dr. Marnie Hughes-Warrington, summer 2006
2005:
Grand Valley State University Intercultural Studies Faculty Development Grant: to allow me to undertake research in Morocco, Paris (Biblioteque Nationale) and France during the summer of 2005
2000:
Macquarie University Post-Graduate Research Grant: for two periods of extended research undertaken in London (Aug 1999, Dec 2000/Jan 2001) at the British Museum; the School of Oriental and African Studies, London University; and the Royal Asiatic Society.  

Professional Development:
2008
June (forthcoming): Participation in AP World History readings, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado
Four workshop presentations (forthcoming May and August) for Muskegon, Kent and Ottawa Interschool District Middle School Teachers on content and pedagogy issues associated with the new Middle School World History and Geography Content Expectations for the State of Michigan

2007
Three workshop presentations for Muskegon Interschool District High School Teachers on content and pedagogy of the new High School World History and Geography Content Expectations for the State of Michigan (with Associate Professor Richard Cooley)
Nominated for Membership of the Executive Council of the World History Association (one of four nominees for two academic positions on the twelve-person Executive Council of the World History Association).  
Member of the Michigan Department of Education Office of School Improvement Social Studies Content Expectations Committee (under Chair Bob Bain of the University of Michigan). Seven-member committee was responsible for writing the new High School World History and Geography Content Expectations for the State of Michigan, which were unanimously approved by the Michigan Board of Education on 1 October 2007. 
June:  Participation in AP World History readings, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado
2006 
Nov: Represented Grand Valley at the Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) Conference (‘Faculty Roles in the New Academy’) Chicago, Illinois

June:  Part of seven-person GVSU Team which attended the AAC&U Greater Expectations Conference (‘Creating an Inclusive Community of Engaged Learners’) Snowbird, Utah
June. Participated in AP World History readings, University of Nebraska, Lincoln Nebraska
2005-2007
Co-Convener (with Dr. Jason Crouthamel) of the Great Lakes History Conference at Grand Valley State University 

· 2007 Conference (October 26 and 27, 2007).  Theme – ‘The History of Racism, Slavery and Identity: Recognizing the 200th Anniversary of the Abolition of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade’. Keynote speakers: Dr. David Blight (Yale University) and Dr. Wilma King (University of Missouri)
· 2006 Conference (October 21 and 22, 2006).  Theme – ‘New Perspectives on War and Society’. Keynote speakers:  Dr. Omer Bartov (Distinguished Professor, Brown University) and Dr. Jonathan Shay (Distinguished Psychiatrist, Veterans Administration, US Naval War College, and the Office of Army Deputy Chief of Staff)
· 2005 Conference (Oct 28 and 29, 2005).  Theme - ‘World History in the 21st Century’.  Keynote speakers:  Dr. David Christian (San Diego State University) and Dr. Jerry Bentley (University of Hawaii)
1996-2003:
Secretary of the Australasian Society for Inner Asian Studies Responsibilities included the organization of several international conferences on Central Asian history and culture at Macquarie University (1996, 1998, 2000) and the publication of conference proceedings, along with other secretarial duties
Membership of Professional Organizations:

· Australasian Society for Inner Asian Studies (Sydney, Australia)

· Circle of Inner Asian Art (London, England)

· Central Eurasian Studies Society (Harvard, Mass)

· World History Association (Hawaii)

· Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters (Mich)
Conference and Professional Presentations:  

2008
June 26-29 (forthcoming). ‘Further Research in the Value of World History Historiography as a Pedagogical Tool for Training Teachers’. To be presented at the World History Association Annual Conference, London, England
May 16-18 (forthcoming). ‘”… the great deliverer, the righteous, the just, the autocrat, the god, worthy of worship”.  Kanishka the Great and Kushan Imperial Religion’.  To be presented at the Thirteenth Annual Conference of the Central & Inner Asia Seminar, University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
March 5-7 (forthcoming). Keynote address on world history historiography for teachers, and participation in panel on big history, at the California Council for the Social Studies Conference in Oakland, California.  
January 2-8. ‘The Convergence of Logic, Faith and Values in the Modern Creation Myth’. Presented at the Evolutionary Epic Conference, Makaha Hotel, Oahu, Hawaii
2007
November 28 and 29. ‘World History Historiography as a Pedagogical Tool for Teachers’.  Presented at the College and University Faculty Assembly, as part of the National Council for the Social Studies Annual Conference, San Diego, California

June 22-24. ‘The Convergence of Logic, Faith and Values in the Modern Creation Myth’. Presented at the World History Association Annual Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
February 16.  ‘Blues from the Motor City: Jazz Giants of Michigan’. Presented at Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, Michigan for Black History Month.
2006
September 13. ‘From the Big Bang to the Big Crunch: Big History’  Presented for the Free Thought Association of Grand Rapids, Women’s Club, Grand Rapids, Michigan (NB. This lecture was also televised on WGVU in November 2006)

July 5. ‘Dharma and Empire: Kanishka the Great and the Role of Buddhism in the Consolidation of the Kushan Empire’.  Presented at the Australasian Historical Association Annual Conference, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia 
June 22-24.  ‘”All the barbarians of the distant west longed to catch a glimpse of China”: Sima Qian and the Origins of Chinese Universal History’. Presented at the 15th Annual World History Association Conference, California State University, Long Beach, California
March 3.  ‘Lifeways of the Yuezhi and Other Central Asian Pastoral Nomadic Confederations’. Presented at the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters Conference, University of Oakland, Rochester, Michigan
February 17.  ‘”Jazz is a White Man’s Word”!  Miles Davis and the Fusion of Jazz and Rock in the 1970s’. Presented at Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, Michigan for Black History Month.
February 9. ‘The Origins of the Yuezhi/Tocharians’. Presented for the Central Asian Studies Group Seminar at Western Michigan University
2005
November 8.  ‘The USA and Immigration in the 21st Century’.  Presented for the World Affairs Council of Michigan, Aquinas College, Grand Rapids, Michigan
October 3: ‘Zhang Qian and the Origins of the Silk Roads’.  Presented for the History Department Colloquium, Grand Valley State University 
September 24.  ‘The Intersection of Poetry, Music and History in Early Twentieth Century Europe: “The Wasteland” as Libretto’.  Presented at the T.S. Eliot Society Annual Conference, St. Louis Women’s Club, St. Louis, Missouri. (At the conference an ensemble of Grand Valley Music Department faculty and student singers and musicians, under my direction, also gave the second performance of some original musical settings of mine of selections from Eliot’s poem ‘The Wasteland’ – ‘Three Pieces from the Wasteland’).  
September 16.  World Premier of original composition, ‘Three Pieces from the Wasteland’ at Cook DeWitt Performance Center, Grand Valley State University (See above).

Sept 13. ‘From the Big Bang to the Big Crunch: BIG HISTORY’.  Presented at a meeting of Torch International, University Club, Grand Rapids, Michigan

June 27-29. ‘The African Invasion of Europe: Carthage, Rome and the Origins of Universal History’. Presented at the 14th Annual World History Association Conference, Al Akhawayn University, Ifrane, Morocco 

May 14. ‘Hungry for Han Goods.  Zhang Qian and the Origins of the Silk Roads’.  Presented at the 11th Annual Central and Inner Asian Seminar, University of Toronto, Canada
Feb 10.  ‘Black Music, Black Power.  The Response of Jazz Musicians to the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s’.  Presented at Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, Michigan for Black History Month

2004
Oct 29-30. ‘The Greening of World History: World History and Environmental Science’.  Presented at the 29th annual Great Lakes History Conference, Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, Michigan
April 16-17. ‘A Nation of Nomads? The Lifeway of the Yuezhi in the Gansu and Bactria’.  Presented at the 10th Annual Central and Inner Asian Seminar, University of Toronto, Canada
April 9. ‘Bridging the Perceived Gulf Between Science and History.  BIG History’.  Presented at the Biology Department Colloquium, Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, Michigan



April 2-4. ‘The Origin of the Yuezhi (Tocharians)’. Presented at the 11th Annual Conference of the Central Eurasian Studies Society, University of Indiana, Bloomington, Indiana

2003 
January 23rd. ‘The Kushans: The Great ‘Lost’ Civilization at the Crossroads of Ancient Eurasia’, for the Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies Program Seminar, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington.

January 17th. ‘The Origin of the Yuezhi’, as guest lecturer for the Department of Languages and Cultures of Asia, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin.

January 15th. ‘An Introduction to Kushan History’, for the Inner Asian and Uralic National Resource Centre Seminar, University of Indiana, Bloomington, Indiana.

January 14th. ‘Unifiers at the Crossroads of Ancient Eurasia: The Kushans and the Silk Roads’, as guest lecturer for the Centre for Chinese Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

2002
March 16th. ‘The Silk Roads and the Diffusion of Gandharan Art during the Kushan Era’, for the Asian Art Society Annual Symposium, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia
2001

January11th. ‘The Yuezhi and Early Kushans’, for the Circle of Inner 
Asian Art Guest Lecture Program, at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University College London, England
2000
November 19th. ‘The Origin of the Yuezhi’, for the 4th Biennial 2000
 for Inner Asian Studies, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia society, University of Indiana, Bloomingtom, Indiana




Conference of the Australasian Society for Inner Asian Studies, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia
1999
September 5th. ‘Dancing to the Flute. Gandharan Stair Riser Reliefs as Evidence for Kushan History, for the Asian Art Society Annual Symposium, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia
1998
September 20th. ‘The Yuezhi and their Neighbours: Evidence for the Yuezhi in the Chinese sources c. 220- c. 25 BCE, for the 3rd Biennial Conference of the Australasian Society for Inner Asian Studies, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia
1996
September 21st.  ‘An Introduction to Kushan Research’, for the 2nd Biennial Conference of the Australasian Society for Inner Asian Studies, Macquarie University, Sydney Australia
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